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1. Identify the postmortem
change seen in this
photograph.

Cadaveric spasm
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Rigor Mortis vs. Cadaveric Spasm

Rigor mortis Cadavericspasm
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Onset delayed after death (2-3 Onset is instantaneous
hrs) Duration is a few hours, untilitis
Duration approx 12-24 hrs replaced by rigor mortis
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Intensity comparatively Intensity comparatively very
moderate strong
Mechanism of formation: Mechanism of formation
breakdown of ATP below critical unknown, but predisposing
level factors: Excitement, fear, fatigue,
exhaustion, nervous tension,
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contraction of M’s at time of
death
All muscles of the body are Selected muscles, which were in |

affected gradually a state of contraction at the time

of death, are affected
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